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1. Listening
Listening Comprehension 8th form

Variant 1

Are You Aware of all these Tricks?

Shopping is not as simple as you may think! There are all sorts of psychological and eye-deceiving tricks at play each time we reach out for that particular brand of product on the shelf.


Coloring, for example, varies according to what the manufacturers are trying to sell. Most cosmetics are packaged in delicate pastel colors such as pink. Health food come in greens, yellows or browns because we think of these as healthy colors. Ice cream packets are often blue because we identify that as a cool color; and luxury goods, like expensive chocolates, are invariably gold or silver.


When a brand of pain killer was brought out recently, researchers found out that pastel colors turned the customer off because they made the product look weak and ineffective. Eventually, it came on the market in a dark blue and white package – blue because we associate it with safety, and white for calmness.


The size of a product can attract a shopper. But quite often a jar or bottle doesn’t contain as much as it appears to. Recently a cosmetics company was successfully prosecuted for marketing a jar of make-up which gave the impression it contained far more than it actually did.

All the research behind the wording and presentation of packaging is obviously expensive, and there are no prizes for guessing that it is the customer who foots the bill. However, there are signs of revolution against fancy packaging: The Body Shop, for instance, sells its products in containers with handwritten labels. These bottles are practical as well as cost-effective and can be used again. 


It is estimated that the more established cosmetics companies spend, on average, 70 per cent of the total cost of the product itself on packaging!


The most successful manufacturers know that it’s not enough to have a good product. The founder of Pears soap, who for 25 years have used enchanting little girls to promote their goods, summed it up. “Any fool can make soap, but it takes a genius to sell it,”” he said.
Listening Comprehension 8th form

Variant 1
True / False  

1. Shopping is not as plain as some people may think. 

2. Coloring changes according to what manufacturers are trying to sell.

3. Ice cream packets are often green because we identify that as a cool color.

4. Researchers found out that pastel colors of painkillers turn the customer off.

5. We associate white color with calmness.

6.  Sometimes a jar of make-up gives the impression it contains far more than it actually does.

7. The size of a product can attract a customer.

8.  There are no signs of revolution against fancy packaging.

9. The Body Shop sells its products in containers with handwritten labels.

10. The founders of Pears soap have used enchanting little girls to promote their goods. 

Multiple choice 1ST variant 

1. There are all sorts of … and eye-deceiving tricks at play each time we reach out for that particular brand of a product on the shelf. 

A psychological B educational C intellectual D cheap
2. Most … are packaged in delicate pastel colors.

A cookies B cosmetics C dishes D books
3. Eventually … came on the market in a dark blue and white package.

A a brand of soap B a brand of painkiller C a brand of cigarettes D a brand of cosmetics

4. A type of a product made by a particular company is.. 

A a label; B  a trend; C a brand; D  a branch;
5. A person who buys things is called … 

A  a visitor; B a customer; C  a shop assistant; D a producer; 
6. “Recently a cosmetics company was successfully prosecuted” means:
A it was taken to the court B it was awarded a prize; C  it was sold; D  it was robbed;
7. “To foot the bill” means: 

A  to order goods or services; B  to offer a product for sale; C  to form the idea of the price; D to pay for goods and services; 

8. There are signs of revolution against … packaging.

A fancy B cheap packaging; C colorful packaging; D simple packaging

9. According to the text a customer is usually attracted by  … of the product.

A the color and size; B the price and the size; C the size and the brand; D the brand and the color;
10. The text is about … 

A different kinds of shops; B  shopping tricks; C various brands and painkillers; D   handwritten labels
2. Reading
Reading Comprehension         8-th Grade

Variant 1 

PEOPLE WHO MADE THE BREAK
When I arrived, Jim was instructing a group of teenagers who were preparing for a round-Britain voyage. He left his crew and greeted me warmly. He was lean, fit, and suntanned and had the relaxed and confident manner of a man who is doing exactly the job he wants to do.


But it wasn’t always like this. Jim told me of a decision he made five years ago which transformed his life. He used to work as a civil servant and one cold, wet, November evening he left his office, where he had been sitting at a desk all day, and walked, tired and bored, through the bleak streets of South London to the small flat where he had lived alone since his divorce two years previously. A sudden heavy shower caused him to dart into a café to seek shelter. Sitting morosely in the corner, sipping his coffee, he picked up, just to while away the time, a newspaper that another customer had left behind. An advertisement in that newspaper would change his life forever. Crew wanted for three-year round the world voyage. No experience necessary. Sense of humor and £ 50, 000 essential.

“When I look back,” said Jim. “I realize it was a pure chance that I saw the advertisement. I might never have known about it. But I knew I had to go – I just had to. My friends told me I was being rash. I had to sell my flat to raise the money and everybody said, “When you come back in three years – if you come back – you’ll have no money, no job and nowhere to live.” But I wanted to do something with my life.


Jim applied and was selected as a crew member. Before the voyage began, he had to undergo an intensive training programme in which he learned how to sail, how to navigate, how to give first aid, how to operate a radio and many other skills. “I was able to improve all these skills during the voyage and learn some new ones. I learned a lot of things that might not seem very important but I’m glad I know them. For example, I can identify all the constellations in both hemispheres which I certainly couldn’t do before.” Jim also got married again after the voyage – to Sarah, another member of the crew.


What advice does Jim have for people who might be considering doing something similar? “I’d advise people to seize the opportunity to do something adventurous. It isn’t always a good idea to play safe and choose a comfortable life. It was very uncomfortable dangerous – a couple of times we were in extreme danger – but I wouldn’t have missed it for the world. In fact, in a few years’ time, when we’ve got our own boat, we’ve going to do it again. It isn’t just a matter of learning new skills, it’s gaining a sense of fulfillment, a feeling that you’ve made the most of yourself, that you’ve stretched yourself and lived life to the full.”

8-th Grade

Reading Comprehension

                                           Variant 1

I. Write  (true) or – (false) for each of the statements below:
1. A group of teenagers were arranging for a round –America voyage.

2. Jim made a decision four years ago which changed his life.

3. He lived in a small flat in South London.

4. While drinking tea in a café, Jim read an advertisement.

5. Jim was absolutely sure he had to go on the voyage.

6. Jim was eager to change his life.

7. Jim had a great previous experience of sailing.

8. Jim thought that a simple life was not a good idea.

9. Their voyage was very risky.

10. These adventures were just a matter of obtaining new skills for Jim.
II. Answer the questions.

1. What was Jim doing when the narrator arrived?

2. What kind of a boy was Jim? 

3. What was Jim’s job before the voyage?

4. What caused him to enter a café?

5. What were the requirements for the voyage?
6. What did Jim think about the advertisement?

7. What did Jim’s friends tell him?

8. What did Jim have to do before the voyage?

9. What changes took place in his private life?

10. What did Jim advise other people?

3. Writing
- Explain the different aspects of food. Healthy food, Junk food, Traditional foods, Snack food, etc. 
- When and where is it appropriate to chew gum, smoke, talk on a cell phone. Explain your reasons why. 
 - Even though tragedies, like the Titanic for example, are very sad, what can people learn from them?
4. Speaking

- School teachers impact our futures in many ways. Which teacher has been most influential to you? What makes an influential teacher? Explain why teaching is a valued profession.

- Many people fantasize about the perfect vacation. Describe where you would go and who you would take with you. How long would your perfect vacation last? Name five things that could ruin your perfect vacation. Explain.
- People enjoy decorating their room in a way that reflects their personality. Describe your favorite room. How does this room reflect your personality? If you had the money to decorate your room as you wish, what would you change? 

- Your school is having a competition in which students are designing a new school uniform. What colors and styles would you choose? Why do you think your design should be chosen? What are advantages and disadvantages of school uniforms?
- Many forms of communication, such as mobile phones, letters and email, are now available
worldwide. What forms of communication are available in your community? What is your preferred form of communication?
- Many animals are becoming extinct or endangered. Which three animals do you think are the most important to protect? What can you do to help save animals from extinction? If you could bring any one animal back from extinction which would you bring back? Why?
- Imagine that you have been asked to go on a speaking tour to teach people about Ukraine.
Which three countries would you go to? Why? What items would you bring to show people? How do these represent Ukraine? What event in Ukraine's history do you think is most important for people to know about? Why?
- Many people set goals for themselves every New Year. Do people set goals for themselves at other times? What are some goals that you have set for yourself? Do you agree or disagree that it is important to set goals? Why?
- Marcel Proust once wrote, “The true voyage of discovery lies not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” Please describe this quote in your own words and what it means to you. How can people gain "new eyes?" What is more important to you, seeing new places or understanding new things?

- Benjamin Franklin once said, “Eat to live, don’t live to eat. ”How do you interpret this statement? How would you describe your eating habits and those of your peers? Do these habits reflect Franklin’s statement? Explain.

- Imagine that you are given a chance to live forever. Would you accept or refuse this offer?  Why? What would influence your decision? How would this change the way you live your life?

- Most scientists argue that we live in a dangerous time of climate change. Why should all people be concerned about the environment? How can humans undo the damage they've done to the Earth? What are people doing in your town or village to help the environment?
- What is the most threatening health problem facing humanity? Do you know why this problem is spreading? Do you know anyone it has affected?What can we do to help solve this problem?
- Publications, such as newspapers, magazines, and books, tend to focus their marketing on what’s current and popular. What is current and popular in your community? What do you think this says about our priorities today? Do you think that popular news is the most informative news?  Explain.

- In classical literature themes like love, heroism, vengeance, envy, and hope tend to be universal and consequently popular. Which of the above themes do you like the most? Is there a particular book you enjoy in which one or more of these themes exists? Why do you think the above themes are considered universal?

- People usually play music that reflects their mood. What genre of music do you usually listen to? What type of music do you listen to in different emotional states? Do you think music allows you to deal with your emotions? Explain.

- It has been said that the internet is making the world a smaller place. How has the internet changed your life? How does it provide you with access to new ideas and cultures? If you could publish an article on the internet about your culture, what would it say?

- It is said that, “art imitates life.”  Do you think this is true? How important is art in your life? Can art affect the way we live our lives, or even our culture? What piece of art perfectly describes you and your personality?

- The American President John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.” Do you think that you have a responsibility to contribute to your country? Explain. Why do you think this is an important question? What are some examples of things you can do for your country in order to improve it?

- “I left my heart in San Francisco,” is a popular saying. How do you interpret this statement? Where have you been that you’ve left your heart? Is it a place that you go often, or have only been once before?  Do you plan on returning?

- Imagine you had the skills to do any job for one day. Which job would you choose? Why? Is this a career you could see yourself pursuing in the future? Explain. What steps have you taken in order to make that goal a reality?

