English Olympiad Tasks: 8th form


Listening Comprehension 8th Form

From the article “Some Like it Hot” by Terry McCarthy, Time Magazine for Kids
Glossary:

bobcat - рись руда
to slither - линути
barren - безплідний
survey - опитування
decline - зниження
to run out of - вичерпати

A bobcat regularly leaps onto the flat roof of Paul and Carolyn Zeiger's house in Pima County, Arizona. Sometimes, a rattlesnake slithers onto the porch. As long as their pet terrier, Stella, is inside, the Zeigers don't worry much. They enjoy living in the desert.


The Zeigers are not alone. Between 1990 and 2003, Arizona's population increased 53%, making it the second-fastest-growing state in the nation. Only Nevada, another desert state, had a bigger increase. Its population grew by 87%.


Builders in these hot spots can't put up houses fast enough. People are drawn to the desert's clean air, warm weather and open spaces. But are they harming the very environment they love?


Deserts may look barren, but they are home to a wide variety of species. Each species has adapted to life in a desert ecosystem. These creatures can take the heat, but they are surprisingly sensitive to disturbances. Humans and their pets can cause desert species great harm.


In 1997, a survey found just 12 pygmy owls left in Arizona. One of the main reasons for the bird's alarming decline was hunting by house cats.


The overuse of groundwater means slow death for desert plants. When plants die, animals run out of food and shelter. "Deserts have fragile ecosystems," says William Presch, the director of the desert-studies program at California State University at Fullerton.


Once a desert landscape has been harmed, it recovers slowly, if at all. With so little rain, "it takes centuries," says Pima County Administrator Chuck Huckleberry.


Folks in Pima County are working together to save the desert. Last year, voters approved a $174 million plan to conserve open land. The county has also adopted rules governing the amount of water that can be used for gardening.


Carolyn Zeiger grows only native plants. "I start them with a little water, but soon they will survive on their own," she says. With a little respect from humans, the desert can survive on its own too.
Directions: In this test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 20 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 10 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 11 through 20 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (a, b, c, or d), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.
Text: From the article “Some Like it Hot” by Terry McCarthy, Time Magazine for Kids
Glossary:

bobcat - рись руда
to slither - линути
barren - безплідний
survey - опитування
decline - зниження
to run out of - вичерпати
Section 1. True or False Statements (+/-). Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. 
1. Arizona's population increased by 87% between 1990 and 2003.

2. Nevada's population increased more than Arizona's.

3. Nevada has desert land also.

4. There are not many species in the desert.

5. Humans and their pets can harm deserts.

6. Only 12 pygmy owls were left in Arizona in 1997.

7. All the plants in Arizona have died.

8. Desert animals use plants only for food. 

9. California State University offers a desert-studies program.

10. Desert climates are very slow to recover.

Section 2. Multiple choice.  For each question, listen to the story and decide which of the statements is the best answer.

11. Who is Stella?

A. Paul and Carolyn Zeiger's daughter

B. an expert on desert climates

C. a dog

D. a Pima County Administrator

12. Builders in Nevada and Arizona:

E. are very busy.

F. can't build environmentally-friendly houses.

G. are very fast workers.

H. don't like the heat of the desert.

13. People come to Arizona for many reasons, but NOT because of:

I. the clean air.

J. the open spaces.

K. the warm weather.

L. the sandy beaches.

14. Desert species have adapted to many things EXCEPT:

M. high temperatures.

N. disturbances.

O. long periods of no rain.

P. a fragile ecosystem.

15. One of the reasons the pygmy owls have been disappearing from Arizona is:

Q. people are illegally hunting them.

R. cats are eating them.

S. not enough water is available to them.

T. increasingly high temperatures made them leave.

16. Plants are slowly dying in Arizona is because:

U. there is not enough groundwater.

V. the animals are eating them too fast.

W. there is not enough rain.

X. the plants are not native.

17. According to Chuck Huckleberry, how long does a harmed desert need to recover?

Y. months

Z. years

AA. centuries

AB. It would never recover.

18. All of the following actions have been used to save the desert EXCEPT:

AC. People are beginning to leave Arizona.

AD. Some people are growing only native plants.

AE. Some of the land is being protected.

AF. The use of water for gardens is being limited.

19. The Zeigers do NOT:

AG. like living in the desert.

AH. have a house in Arizona.

AI. care what plants they have.

AJ. have a cat.

20. Some animals were mentioned in the reading, but NOT :

AK. cats
AL. rattlesnakes
AM. owls
AN. eagles
Reading Comprehension 8th Form
Directions:  In this Test you will read five texts. Each text is followed by 6 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Some sections ask you to write the number of a blank place in the text.  Choose the best answer and mark the letter, symbol, or number of your choice.
Text 1: From The Age of Invention, a Chronicle of Mechanical Conquest by Holland Thompson
Glossary:

to baptize – хрестити
luxury – розкіш

On Milk Street, in Boston, opposite the Old South Church, lived Josiah Franklin, a maker of soap and candles. He had come to Boston with his wife about the year 1682 from the community of Ecton, Northamptonshire, England, where his family had lived on a small piece of land for about three hundred years. His English wife had died, leaving him seven children, and he had married a colonial girl, Abiah Folger, whose father, Peter Folger, was well-known in early Massachusetts.


Josiah Franklin was fifty-one and his wife Abiah thirty-nine, when the first famous American inventor was born in their house on Milk Street, January 17, 1706. He was their eighth child and Josiah’s tenth son and was baptized Benjamin. What little we know of Benjamin's childhood is contained in his “Autobiography”, which the world has accepted as one of its best books and which was the first American book to be so accepted. In the crowded household, where thirteen children grew to manhood and womanhood, there were no luxuries. Benjamin’s period of formal schooling was less than two years, though he could never remember the time when he could not read, and at the age of ten he was put to work in his father's shop.

Section 1.  Questions 1-6 refer to Text 1.  Circle A, B, C, or D.
1. What did Benjamin Franklin’s father do for a living?

A. He was an inventor.

B. He was a teacher.

C. He made candles and soap.

D. He was a farmer.

2. Where was Benjamin’s father born?

E. on Milk street

F. in England

G. in Massachusetts

H. in Boston

3. Benjamin Franklin was born in:
I. the winter.
J. the spring.
K. the summer.
L. the fall.
4. The Franklin family can best be described as:

M. small and rich

N. big and rich

O. small and poor

P. big and poor
5. From whom do we know about Benjamin Franklin’s early life?

Q. from Benjamin Franklin’s book about his life
R. from Benjamin’s teachers

S. from Benjamin’s children

T. from Benjamin’s brother’s and sisters

6.  Complete the sentence: Benjamin Franklin went to school


A. for a long time.


B. for only two years.


C. in a cold building.


D. in England.

Text 2: From Lavender and Old Lace by Myrtle Reed
Glossary:

vague – невиразний, туманний
topsy-turvy – догори дригом

The maid sat in the kitchen, wondering why Miss Thorne did not come down. It was almost seven o'clock, and Miss Hathaway's breakfast hour was half past six. Hepsey was not sure, but she had a vague impression that the guest was lazy.


Yet she was grateful for the new interest which had come into her monotonous life. Affairs moved like clock work at Miss Hathaway's – breakfast at half past six, dinner at one, and supper at half past five. Each day was also divided by its regular duties, from the washing on Monday to the baking on Saturday.


Now it was possible that there might be a change. Miss Thorne seemed fully able to set the house topsy-turvy – and Miss Hathaway's last instruction had been: "Now, Hepsey, you listen to Miss Thorne. If I hear that you don't, you'll lose your place."


The young woman who slept peacefully upstairs, while the rest of the world was awake, had, from the beginning, caused feelings of admiration in Hepsey's breast. It was a hesitant, rebellious feeling, mixed with an indefinite fear, but it was admiration none the less.

Section 2: Questions 7 through 12 refer to text 2.

Circle + if the statement is true, - if it is false.

7. This is Miss Thorne's house.

8. Hepsey is the maid.

9. Miss Hathaway is a strict woman.

10. Hepsey likes that Miss Thorne is in the house.

11. Hepsey is not used to a regular schedule.

12. If Hepsey does not listen to Miss Thorne she will lose her job.

Text 3: “Something Was Wrong” by Elizabeth Watson from TEFL Lesson Plans

One morning John Sullivan found himself walking along a street downtown.  He could not explain what he was doing there, how he got there, or where he had been earlier.  He didn’t even know what time it was.  He saw a woman walking towards him and stopped her.  “I’m afraid I have forgotten my watch” he said, and smiled.  “Can you please tell me the time?”  When she saw him, she screamed and ran.


Then John noticed that other people were afraid of him.  When they saw him coming, they flattened themselves against a building, or ran across the street to stay out of his way.  “There must be something wrong with me,” John Sullivan thought.  “I’d better go home.”  He waved down a taxi, but the driver took one look at him and sped away.


John Sullivan did not understand what was going on, and it scared him.  “Maybe somebody at home can come and get me,” he said to himself.  He found a public telephone and called home for his wife, but a voice he did not recognize answered the phone.


“Is Mrs. Sullivan there?” he asked.


“No,” the female voice replied.


“Well, where is she then and what are you doing at my house?” John retorted.


The voice indignantly responded, “She is at her husband’s funeral.  Mr. Sullivan was killed yesterday in an auto accident downtown; I’m looking after the house until she returns.  And who, may I ask, are you?”

Section 3: Questions 13 through 18 refer to Text 3.  On your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

13. John knew…

a. the time.

b. how he ended up where he was.

c. where he lived.

d. where he had been.

14. Nobody downtown responded to John by…

a. running away.

b. standing very close to buildings.

c. avoiding him.

d. yelling for him to go away.

15. People could…

a. hear John but not see him.

b. see John but not hear him.

c. both see and hear John.

d. neither see nor hear John.

16. What was wrong with John that scared people?

a. He had been in a horrible disfiguring accident that made him look very ugly.

b. He was carrying deadly weapons with him used to kill Mrs. Sullivan’s husband.

c. He had died and was now walking the streets as a ghost.

d. He spoke very strangely and people did not understand.

17. Including himself, how many people did John speak to during the story?

a. one

b. two

c. three

d. four
18. The  word retorted probably means

a. cried sadly.

b. whispered quietly.

c. answered angrily.

d. screamed loudly.

Text 4: The Ant and the Grasshopper from Aesop’s Fables

While a grasshopper was resting in the shade of a willow tree one hot summer’s day, an ant struggled in the sun with a grain of rice that he was carrying out to his nest.  “Hey, Mister Ant,” the grasshopper said.  “Why don’t you take it easy, like me?  You can work tomorrow.”  


The ant paused.  “I’m saving up food now for the cold winter ahead, and if you know what’s good for you, you’ll do the same,” he said.  


The grasshopper looked at the ant and laughed.  “Cold winter?  But Mr. Ant, it is sunny and hot right now.  It won’t be winter for a long time.  There is always time to gather food, there’s no need to spend your time in this beautiful weather doing work.  Come sit down with me and have some lemonade.”  But the ant refused and spent the rest of the day gathering food and storing it in his nest.  


As the days went by the ant continued to collect food, while the grasshopper continued to rest underneath the shade of the willow tree.  Three or four months later, winter came and it was very cold.  While the ant was snug and warm in his nest, the starving grasshopper shivered under a pile of dead leaves and wished that he’d paid attention to the ant’s advice.

Section 4.  Questions 19 through 24 refer to Text 4.  Mark (+) if the answer is true or (-) if the answer if false.

19. The ant gathered food all summer.

20. The ant invited the grasshopper to come live with him during the winter.

21. The grasshopper was a hard worker.

22. The ant took a rest with the grasshopper underneath the willow tree.

23. The ant was comfortable during the winter.

24. It was easy for the ant to carry food back to his nest.

Text 5: adapted from The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis
Glossary

air raids: повітряний наліт

shaggy: кошлатий, ворсистий, шершавий

Once there were four children whose names were Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy.  This story is about something that happened to them when they were sent away from London during the war because of the air raids.  They were sent to the house of an old Professor who lived in the heart of the country, ten miles from the nearest railway station and two miles from the nearest post office.  He had no wife and he lived in a very large house with a housekeeper called Mrs. Macready and three servants.  He himself was a very old man with shaggy white hair which grew over most of his face as well as on his head, and they liked him almost at once; but on the first evening when he came out to meet them at the front door he was so odd-looking that Lucy (who was the youngest) was a little afraid of him, and Edmund (who was the next youngest) wanted to laugh and had to keep on pretending he was blowing his nose to hide it.

Section 5.  Questions 25 through 30 refer to Text 5.  Mark (+) if the answer is true or (-) if the answer if false.
25.  The children left London to live with the Professor because of the air raids. 
26.  The Professor’s house was in the center of Cambridge. 
27.  The Professor lived two miles away from the nearest post office. 
28.   Lucy laughed at the old man.
29.  The children dislike the old man.
30.  The Professor’s wife was named Mrs. Macready.
Writing: 8th Form
Music is very important to any society. Makers of music can be considered a culture’s most important attribute. What does music mean to you? Do you make music? If so, what music do you make? What instruments do you play? What instrument would you like to play?

Speaking 8th Form

1. Do you agree that every person has the right to dress and act how he or she wants to?

· When you see someone in unusual clothes do you laugh at them?

· If somebody speaks in an unusual way do you make jokes about that person?

· Has anyone ever made a joke about your clothes or behavior? How did you feel?

2. You are presented with the opportunity to correspond with a “pen pal” from an English-speaking country.

· With what kind of person would you most like to correspond (age, job, etc.)?

· What questions would you most like to ask this person?

· What would you want to tell your pen pal about yourself and your country?

3. Imagine you are a superhero in a comic book, like Superman or Spiderman.  What kind of hero would you want to be?

· What special power would you want to have?

· How would you use this power, to help others or for personal gain?

· How might your everyday life as a superhero differ from your real, non-comic book life?

4. You have to create a new holiday. This holiday can be in honor of whatever you want.

· What does it celebrate, when is it celebrated, and how is it celebrated?

· Why did you choose this holiday?

· Do you think other people will appreciate this holiday? Why?

5. Ukraine is a big country with many different geographical features, climates and traditions. What do you like about your country?

· What can you say about the weather here? Do you like the weather?

· What are some of your favorite national traditions and customs?

· What are your favorite cities? Where are they located?

6. What’s your favorite subject in school? 

· What are your favorite activities at this subject’s lessons?

· Would you like to teach this subject?

· What is your teacher like? 

7. Everyday we hear many things.  Some of the sounds are annoying but others are relaxing or pleasing. What are your three favorite sounds?

· What makes these sounds and why?

· Do you hear them often? Where?  When?

· Why do you like them? Have you always thought so?

8. You are a star athlete. Talk about what sport you play.

· If you play on a team, what team do you play for and what position do you have? 

· How did you get famous in this sport?  How long have you been playing?

· What kind of training do you have?  How often? How long? 

9. Tell about the last time you visited a museum.

· Where did you go, whom did you go with and what did you see?

· What was the most impressive exhibit there? Why do you think so?

· What kind of museum do you find most interesting? Why?

10. What’s the strangest thing you’ve ever eaten?

· Where were you when you ate it and why did you eat it?  Would you eat it again?

· What is something strange that you would like to try that you haven’t eaten?

· Do you think there is any Ukrainian dish that foreigners would find strange? Why?

11. Today many countries in the world place a lot of importance on learning English in schools. 

· What do you think are the reasons for this attention?

· Will English help you in your life? How will you use English after you finish school?

· Will it be important to help you communicate or work with people? How?

12. Today many students in schools have mobile phones.  Many of them don’t always turn their phones off before going to their lessons.

· Is it necessary for pupils to have mobile phones? Why do you think so?

· Do mobile phones interrupt teachers and students? How? How about text messages?

· Should teachers be able to take phones from students? In which cases should they?

13. One of your friends recently decided to drop out of school. What would you say to a friend who wanted to quit school?

· What reasons would you give them for staying in school?

· What problems could they have later in life if they stop going to school now?

· Why is it important to finish school?

14. You are chosen to colonize another planet and you can take five items from Earth with you. You have everything to choose from, but you need good reasons for the things you choose.

· Which five items will you choose and why? What would help you to survive?

· What might you find on that planet that you don’t need to bring? 

· What would make you happy?

15. Going on vacation is an often dreamt about practice. What is your idea of a perfect vacation?

· When and where would you go? For how long would you be away? 

· What is included in your vacation? What do you not want included? Why?

· What is your dream based on? Have you seen it in a movie, read about it, etc.?

16. What is your favorite thing to do when you're not in school? 

· Do you choose physical outdoor activities or things to do inside? Why?

· Do you like to be alone or with friends and family? When do you choose which?

· Is it important for people to make sure they have free time? Why?

17. You're planning a party for your next birthday. You have a lot of plans to make.  

· What will be on your menu? Who will be invited? 

· Where will the party take place? How long will it last? Who will help?

· What would you most like to receive as a gift? Why?

18. You are going to be a world famous person. Everyone in the world will know your name and will talk about you at parties, while waiting in lines and during dinner conversations.

· What will you be famous for? Do you already have this talent?

· Will you have chosen to be famous, or will it come along with your profession?

· What will be the advantages and disadvantages of your being famous?

19. If you had to move to a new planet and could only take three things what would you bring?

· What food would you want with you?

· What would you take to hunt with?

· How would these items help you in your new surroundings?

20. The author of Harry Potter has run out of ideas and wants you to write her next book. What will happen in the next book?

· Would you introduce new characters? Whom and why?

· What new powers would Harry have?
· How would you end the new book?
21 Do you like to keep pets?

· What kinds of animals are best as pets?  Why?

· Are there some animals that should not be kept as pets?

· Why do you think so many people like to keep pets?

22.  What is the most important quality a friend can have?

· Why is this quality so important?

· Do your closest friends have this quality?  Do you?

· How can you work to improve on this quality?

23.  Discuss your favorite actor/actress.

· What plays, films or television shows have you seen this person in?

· Explain why they are your favorite actor/actress.

· Compare this person with another actor/actress and explain why your choice is best.

24.  If you were a teacher, what subject would you teach?

· Would you be easy or strict?

· Would you give a lot of homework or a little?

· Would you be friendly or mean towards your students? Why?

25.  Your friends are going out to a dance club but they will be out later than you are normally allowed.

· Ask your parents whether you can stay out later than usual.

· Explain what you will do to ensure you will be safe.

· Explain to them why they should relax their rules on this occasion.

